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CURRICULUM VITAE 

 
Education 

Bachelor of Science Degree in Management Science, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute May 1970; 
that degree included a large number of credits in Physics, Chemistry and Engineering courses.   

Juris Doctor Degree, Magna Cum Laude, The University of Baltimore School of Law, May 23, 
1976.  Graduated 8th in class, and was also admitted to the Heuisler Honor Society on May 23, 
1976. 

Bar Admissions 

Admitted to the Bar in Virginia and in Washington, D.C.  Registered practitioner at the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

June 15, 1970 to January 3, 2009 – U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) 

Began as an Assistant Examiner, promoted to Primary Examiner in 1977, and was promoted to 
Supervisory Patent Examiner (SPE) in 1981.  Technology worked in was principally mechanical 
engineering.   

Became a Special Program Examiner in 1992 in Technology Center 3700, a newly created 
position helping Patent Examiners resolve legal issues related to the examination of both U.S. 
and PCT patent applications. 

In 2005, became a Legal Advisor in the Office of Patent Legal Administration (OPLA).  
Subsequently, became a Senior Legal Advisor in OPLA.  Work at the OPLA included review of 
petitions filed pursuant to 37 C.F.R § 182 and § 1.183, which were typically connected to 
reexamination proceedings.  In charge of a team at the OPLA that reviewed every allowed 
reissue application to ensure that it was procedurally correct, prior to forwarding the matter for 
publication as a reissue patent. 

Accumulated approximately 32 Outstanding ratings during 38½ year career at the USPTO.  

Training and Lecture Activity at the USPTO 

Co-authored lectures on 35 U.S.C. § 103 (Obviousness) and lectured on that topic at “Phase 2” 
of the USPTO’s Patent Academy, a training facility for newly hired patent examiners.   
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Lectured on the topic of 37 C.F.R. § 1.131 declarations, as part of the USPTO’s efforts to 
“certify” the competency of GS-12 and GS-13 patent examiners.   

Delivered training to Supervisory Patent Examiners and Special Program Examiners on 35 
U.S.C. § 102(e), as it existed prior to the AIA.  

Authored and conducted training for both the technical support staff and the Examiners in the 
Central Reexamination Unit.   

Additional USPTO Experience 

Served a six-month detail at the Office of the Solicitor. 

Served a six-month detail at the USPTO Board of Appeals as an acting Examiner-in-Chief.   

Served on a committee chaired by the Director of the Office of Enrollment and Discipline 
(OED), which explored modification of Parts 10 and 11 of Title 37 of the U.S. Code of Federal 
Regulations to align those rules with the ABA Model Rules governing attorney qualification and 
conduct. 

Authored a Memorandum for the signature of the Deputy Assistant Commissioner for Patents on 
the topic of reissue applications with respect to the necessity for there “to be” an existing error in 
a patent in order for the patent to qualify for reissue.  This Memorandum was withdrawn 
following the decision in In Re Yasuhito Tanaka, 98 USPQ2d 1331 (Fed. Cir. 2011).   

January 2009 through June 2013 – Novak Druce Connolly Bove + Quigg LLP (previously 
Novak Druce + Quigg, LLP) 

Patent Attorney.  Member of the “post grant group,” which requested or defended 
reexaminations, post grant reviews, supplemental examination requests by a Patent Owner, and 
covered business methods. 

Assisted individual colleagues and teams with respect to reexaminations, petitions, reissue 
practice, MPEP guidance, the USPTO’s rules, and affidavit practice (37 C.F.R §§ 1.131 and 
1.132).   

Argued appeals before the USPTO Patent Trial and Appeal Board (PTAB).  Performed 
prosecution work in patent applications, both domestic and foreign.  Analyzed client product for 
potential infringement of an existing patent.  Hired as an expert witness and was praised by client 
and client’s counsel. 

Acted as a resource for the Firm on matters of practice of procedure, as dictated by the Rules of 
Practice and the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure.  Frequently answered questions for 
colleagues on a variety of matters of USPTO practice and procedure. 
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September 2013 to Present – Hershkovitz & Associates, PLLC 

Patent Attorney, Petitions and Reexaminations Expert. 

PUBLICATIONS 

Authored an article on the Tanaka decision, which has been accepted for publication by the 
Journal of the Patent and Trademark Society in late 2013 or early 2014. 


